WE READ AND DISCUSS

[ .7 "William Saroyan (1908—1981) first
appeared on the literary scene of the
United States in the mid-thirties. Highly
original short stories made him one of
the most talked-about writers in America.
These were followed by plays and short
stories that were even more enthusiastically
‘|received.
Saroyan’s stories are richly funny and
humane. He is a very honest writer. He writes
clearly, without pose, about what can happen
to people — and does so often happen, both
accidentally and purposefully. Saroyan has a
real love and compassion for common people,
and a deep understanding of their dignity. He
always makes his reader sympathize with
them and share in their sufferings.
'|Saroyan had little schooling, but he was a
‘|keen observer of life, and almost all the
‘|lepisodes described in his works are taken
either from his own life or from the life of the
people who came in touch with him. Saroyan
likes his characters, a rare thing in modern
fiction, and he persuades his reader to accept
them — and in some way to accept the comic
‘|and pathetic nature in us all.
William Saroyan published more than thirty
books and plays. His best-known novel is The
Human Comedy. Among his most popular
works are The Adventures of Wesley Jackson,
Rock Wagram, The Laughing Matter, Boys
and Girls Together, and One Day in the
\|Afternoon of the World.

WILLIAM SAROYAN

45 Read the words and word combinations
and guess their meaning. Pay attention
to the suffixes.

-ness:  aware — awareness; an awareness that here was
a truly original mind.

-en: threat — threaten; a brilliant man came and
threatened the principal.

-ly: frequent — frequently; she was frequently seen
by students; honest — honestly; he was glad to
say honestly; clear — clearly; he recalled quite
clearly; safe — safely; the boy got out of the
room safely.

Cultural Note:

Stonehenge [stoun’hends] a group of large, tall stones
arranged in circles which stand on Salisbury Plain, South
England. They were put there in pre-historic times (about
2500-1500 BC), perhaps as a religious sign or perhaps
as a way to study the sun, moon, and stars. Stonehenge
is a popular tourist attraction.

46 Read the proper names which you will
come across in the story Out of Order:
William ['wiljom] Saroyan [sa:'rouja:n],
Miss Shenstone ['fenston],
Mr. Monsoon ['mansan],
Uncle Aleksander [ &lik'sa:nda].

47 Read the story Out of Order and answer the question:

«  What was the cause of the conflict between William Saroyan and the teacher?

Out of Order

Longfellow High was not strictly
speaking a high school at all. It was the
seventh and eight grades of a grammar
school, and its full name was Longfellow
Junior High School.

It was in Ancient History that I first
astonished my class into an awareness that
here was a truly original mind. It happened
that this was the first class of the very first day.
The teacher was a woman of forty or so. She
smoked cigarettes, laughed loudly with other
teachers during the lunch hour, and had
frequently been seen by the students running
suddenly, pushing, and acting gay. She was
called Miss Shenstone by the students and
Harriet or Harry by the other teachers.
Ancient-history books were distributed to the
class, and Miss Shenstone asked us to turn to
page 192 for the first lesson.

I remarked that it would seem more in
order to turn to page one for the first lesson.

I was asked my name, whereupon' 1 was
only too glad to say honestly, "William
Saroyan."

"Well, William Saroyan," Miss Shenstone
said, "I might say, Mister William Saroyan,
just shut up and let me do the teaching of
Ancient History in this class.”

Quite a blow.?

On page 192, I recall quite clearly, was a
photograph of two rather common-looking
stones which Miss Shenstone said were called
Stonehenge. She then said that these stones
were twenty thousand years old.

It was at this point that my school of
thought and behaviour was started.

"How do you know?" I said.

This was a fresh twist' to the old school:
the school of thought in which the teachers
asked the questions and students tried to
' whereupon [ weara'pon] — nocsne yero
! blow — 30.: ynap



answer them. The entire class expressed
approval of the new school. What happened
might be accurately described as a
demonstration. The truth of the matter is that
neither Miss Shenstone, or Harry (as she
enjoyed being called), nor Mr. Monsoon
himself, the principal’, had anything like a
satisfactory answer to any legitimate®
question of this sort, for they (and all the
other teachers) had always accepted what
they had found in the textbooks.

Instead of trying to answer the question,
Miss Shenstone compelled* me to
demonstrate the behaviour of the new school.
That is, she compelled me to run. She flung®
herself at me with such speed that [ was
hardly able to get away. For half a moment
she clung to my homeknit sweater, and
damaged it before | got away. Instead of
remaining in one’s seat in a crisis, it was
better to get up and go. The chase® was an
exciting one, but I got out of the room safely.
Five minutes later, believing that the woman
had calmed down, [ opened the door to step
in and return to my seat, but again she flung
herself at me, and again | got away.

Rather than wait for the consequences, |
decided to present my case to Mr. Monsoon
himself, but when I did so, | was amazed to
find that his sympathies were with Miss
Shenstone and that he looked upon me with
loathing’.

"She said the rocks were twenty thousand
years old," I said. "All I said was, ‘How do you
know?’ I didn’t mean they weren’t that old. |
meant that maybe they were older, maybe
thirty thousand years old. How old is the
earth? Several million years old, isn’t? If the
book can say the rocks are twenty thousand
years old, somebody ought to be able to say
how the book got that figure. I came here to
learn. I don’t expect to be punished because I
want to learn.”

"Your name again, please?" Mr. Monsoon
said.

"William Saroyan,” I said as humbly® as
possible, although I must confess’ it was not
easy to do.

"You are?" Mr. Monsoon said.

"Eleven," I said.

twist — nosopoT

principal — 30.: AMPEKTOP WIKObI

legitimate [liI'd3itimat] — 3aKOHHBII1

to compel [kom'pel] — 3acTaBuTh, BLIHYAHTH
to fling (flung, flung) — knnarecs, Gpocarbes
chase [tfeis] — norousi

loathing ['loudin] — orepauieHHe

humbly — cmMupeHHO, oKopHO

°  to confess [kon'fes] — npu3HaBaTh, NpH3HATH
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"No. I don’t mean that."

"One hundred and three pounds."”

"No, no. The name, I'm thinking of."

"And nationality,” Mr. Monsoon said.

"Armenian,” I said proudly.

"Just as I thought," the principal said.

"Just as you thought what?"

"Nobody but an Armenian would have
asked a question like that."

"How do you know?" I said, giving the
new school another whirl".

"Nobody did," the principal said. "Does
that answer your question?"

"Only partly,” I said. "How do you know
somebody else would not have asked it if I
hadn’t?"

"In all the years that I have been
connected with the public school system of
California," Mr. Monsoon said, "no one has
ever asked such a question."

"Yes," I said quickly, "and in all the years
before Newton wanted to know what made
the apple fall, nobody wanted to know what
made it fall."

I was brilliant. It’s not my fault nobody
else was.

Mr. Monsoon chose not to continue the
discussion. He just sat and looked at his
shoes.

"How about that?" I said.

"Well," he said rather wearily". "I must
give you a thrashing'?. "How about that?"

"For what?" [ said.

I got to my feet, watching the
stenographer, whose desk was beside the door.
This was a rather pretty girl, and I hoped to
make a favourable impression on her,
although I can’t imagine what I expected to
come of it."

"Miss Slifo," Mr. Monsoon said, but that
was all I needed to hear, and before Miss Slifo
was able to block my way, I was at the door,
out of the room, and just about halfway across
the school grounds.

Once again, the behaviour of the new
school had been tested and found true. I went
home and found my Uncle Aleksander who
was studying law at the University of
Southern California, on a visit at our house,
drinking coffee. I told him the story. He
invited me into his car and we took off for
Longfellow High School.

"That’s the story, just as you’ve told it to
me?" he said as we rode.

"That’s exactly how it happened.”

' whirl — o6opot
" wearily ['wiartli] — yToMJIEHHO, NOTEPSIB TEprIEHHE
?  thrashing — nanoyHsle yaapsi, B36yuka



"All right,” my Uncle Aleksander said.
"You wait in the car."

I don’t know what my Uncle Aleksander
and Mr. Monsoon said to one another, but
after a few minutes Miss Slifo came out to the
car and said, "Your uncle and Mr. Monsoon
and Miss Shenstone would like to see you in
the office.”

I went in and my uncle said, "There are
men who know how to determine the
approximate age of different things in the
world and on the earth. Who these men are
and how they determine these things, Mr.
Monsoon does not know, and neither does
Miss Shenstone. Miss Shenstone has
promised to look into the matter. On your
part, you may ask any questions you like, but
in a more co-operative and polite tone of
voice." He turned to the principal. "Is that in
accordance with' our understanding?”

"Quite," the principal said.

"It was with admiration that Mr.
Monsoon remarked that only an Armenian
would have asked a question like that," my
Uncle Aleksander went on. "Is that correct,
Mr. Monsoon?"

"It is,” Mr. Monsoon said. "in a city with
a population of ten or three thousand of
them, 1 could hardly —"

"With admiration, then," my Uncle
Aleksander said. He turned to me.

"You will spend the rest of this day away
from school, but tomorrow you will return to
classes as though nothing had happened.”

"Is that also in accordance with our
understanding?" he asked the principal.

"I was wondering if he might not be
transferred® to another school,” the principal
said, but my uncle said quickly, "He lives in
this district. His friends come to this school. 1
shall be interested in his progress.”

"We all shall," the principal said.

1 could not have been more ill at ease?,
or more angry at my uncle. The very thing [
had always despised* had just taken place,
that is to say, a brilliant man had come to my
defence, a circumstance I could hardly be
expected to enjoy.

A brilliant man, who happened to be my
mother’s younger brother, has stepped in

' in accordance with — B COOTBETCTBHH C

! to transfer [trens'fo:] — nepeBoAUTB, NEPEXOANTD
3 ill at ease — He no cebe

*  to despise [di'spaiz] — npe3upartb

among the great figures of the school,
belittled® and threatened them; and they,
instead of fighting back, had let him get away
with it. Well, I didn’t want him to get away
with it.

The following day I presented myself to
Mr. Monsoon, who, when he saw me,
appeared to want to close his eyes and to go
to sleep.

"I’ve come to apologize,” I said. "I don’t
want any special privileges.”

"Just ask your questions in a polite tone
of voice," the man said. "You may go now."

He refused to open his eyes.

I went straight to the ancient-history
class, where I found Miss Shenstone at her
desk.

"I'm sorry about the trouble 1 made," |
said. "I won’t do it again."

For a moment I thought she was about to
fling herself at me again, but without looking
up from her work, she said very dryly, "They
have a way of determining such things. You
may go now."

I felt sure the principal and the teacher
would one day remember how wonderfully |
behaved in this unfortunate affair, but as I’ve
said, they didn’t, and so I have had to.

Miss Shenstone taught at Longfellow
only another four days. A series of substitute
teachers® took over the teaching of the
ancient-history class, but now the new school
was in full operation throughout Longfellow
High, and the substitutes were always eager to
finish out a day or a week and be gone forever.

Mr. Monsoon, too, left the school and
was succeeded by a man who tried the
method of brute’ force at first, thrashing as
many as three dozen boys a day, and then he
tried the method of taking the worst boys into
his confidence?®, going for walks with them
through the schoolgrounds, being friendly
and so on; but neither of these methods
worked, and after the first semester, the man
accepted a post at a small country school with
only forty or fifty students.

As for myself, I transferred to another
school in order to learn typing.

to belittle — npuHiLKaTh

substitute teacher — 3aMeHAIOLLMIT yUUTENb

brute [bru:t] — rpy6uiii

to take into one’s confidence — noBepuTh (Kosy-mo)
CBOM TailHbl
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Read the sentences and translate them. Pay attention to the use of the modal
verbs.

What happened might be accurately described as a demonstration.

"Somebody ought to be able to say how the book got that figure."

"1 might say, just shut up and let me do the teaching of Ancient History in this class."
"William Saroyan," I said as humbly as possible, although I must confess it was not
easy to do.

Translate the sentences. Pay attention to the use of the grammar forms in bold.

[ remarked that it would have seemed more in order to turn to page one for the first
lesson.

"Nobody but an Armenian would have asked a question like that."

"How do you know somebody else would not have asked it if [ hadn’t?"

Tomorrow you will return to classes as though nothing had happened.”

Read and translate:

I first astonished my class into an awareness that here was a truly original mind.
Rather than wait for the consequences, I decided to present my case to Mr. Monsoon
himself, but when 1 did so, | was amazed to find that his sympathies were with Miss
Shenstone and that he looked upon me with loathing.

[ could not have been more ill at ease, or more angry at my uncle.

A brilliant man had come to my defence, a circumstance I could hardly be expected
to enjoy.

The following day I presented myself to Mr. Monsoon.

Now the new school was in full operation, and the substitutes were always eager to
finish out a day or a week and be gone forever.

He first tried the method of brute force, and then he tried the method of taking the
worst boys into his confidence, going for walks with them, being friendly and so on.

Answer the questions:

What made the teacher of Ancient History angry when her first lesson of the school
year began?

Did the class approve of Saroyan’s curiosity and his eagerness to find out the accuracy
of the teacher’s words? How did they?

What did William Saroyan mean by "the old school of thought?"

In what way did the teacher behave?

Did Saroyan hope to find understanding and sympathy in Mr. Monsoon, the
principal? What didn’t he expect?

How did William escape punishment?

How did the conflict end?

What were William’s arguments in support of his position?

Why did William feel ill at ease and angry with his uncle?
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Discussing the Characters

The following sentences describe things that Miss Shenstone,
Mr. Monsoon, the Uncle and William Saroyan said or did. How
does each item characterize them?
William Saroyan Mr. Monsoon
@ Inreference to the age of Stonehenge , William asked € When William said that he was an
Miss Shenstone, "How do you know?" Armenian, the principal said,
& He ran out of the room when Miss Shenstone flung "Nobody but an Armenian would
herself at him. have asked a question like that.”
¢ He went to present his case to Mr. Monsoon himself. € He told William that he must give
@ He ran out of the principal’s office when he was told him a thrashing.
he was going to get a thrashing. @ After the discussion with the uncle,
¢ He told Mr. Monsoon, "I came here to learn. I don’t he said that he had meant to make
expect to be punished because I want to learn..” the comment with admiration that
& The day after his uncle talked with Mr. Monsoon and only an Armenian would ask a

Miss Shenstone he went in and apologized to them.

You may find the following words helpful in describing

William Saroyan:
aggressive bold
brave cowardly
curious determined
frank honest
impolite insistent
intelligent polite
proud reasonable
straightforward wise
disrespectful foolish

Miss Shenstone

L 4

L 4

L 4

After William asked the question about the age of the
stones, "she flung herself" after him. When he
returned, she did the same thing again.

After the discussion with William’s uncle, she agreed
to look into finding out how the age of Stonehenge
was determined.

After the incident occurred, Miss Shenstone no longer
looked at William in class nor asked him any
questions.

She left Longfellow School four days after the
incident.

You may find the following words helpful in describing

Miss Shenstone:

aggressive cowardly
strange ashamed
impulsive upset

childish incompetent
violent compromising
frightened wild

co-operative

question like that.

€ He suggested to the uncle that
William might be transferred to
another school.

€ A month after the incident he left
Longfellow School.

You may find the following words

helpful in describing Mr. Monsoon:

cowardly forgiving
unfair diplomatic,
reasonable unforgiving
threatening strict
unreasonable

The Uncle

& After hearing his nephew’s story, he
went to the school with him and
talked with Mr. Monsoon and Miss
Shenstone.

€ He related the agreement they all
had reached.

@ He said that William should not be
transferred to another school
because he lived in this district and
his friends went to this school.

You may find the following words

helpful in describing the Uncle:

concerned frank
protective diplomatic
insistent proud
firm principled
supportive



53 Discuss these questions:

1 Ifyou were a teacher, what would you have done if William Saroyan had asked you about
how the age of the stones was determined?

2 What would you have done if you were the principal and William Saroyan had come to
you with an account of what happened in Miss Shenstone’s class?

3 What would you have done if you were William Saroyan’s uncle and he had come to you
with an account of what had happened at school?

4  Asastudent would you ever ask a teacher how she/he knows that something is a fact?

S Do you think a teacher should know answers to all possible questions?

Discussing the Theme of the Story

54 What do you think Saroyan means by the "old school” and the "new school” in the
Sollowing sentences?
+ "This was a fresh twist to the old school: the school of thought in which the teachers asked
questions and the students tried to answer them."
+ "Instead of trying to answer the question, Miss Shenstone forced me to demonstrate the
behaviour of the new school.”

55 In the story William Saroyan gets in trouble because he For each one, say what
breaks several accepted rules of class.room behavn-our. you think is the accepted
Each of the following sentences describes something warvi Behava i

that he does which is not typically done in schools. Some Yy

of them also describe behaviour that is unusual for a schools.
teacher or principal.

Example: Miss Shenstone tells William, "... just shut up and let me do the teaching
of Ancient History in this class."

What rule does Miss Shenstone break?
This type of language is not considered acceptable for teachers in a classroom. They might say

a similar thing in a more polite manner.

1  Miss Shenstone asks the class to turn to page 192 in their history books for their first
lesson. William remarks that it would seem more in order to start on page one for the first
lesson.

2 In reference to the age of Stonehenge, William asks, "How do you know?"

William presents his own case to Mr. Monsoon before Miss Shenstone goes to him.

4 When Mr. Monsoon says that only an Armenian would ask a question like that, William
asks the principal how he knows someone else would not have asked the same question.

W

5 After the principal says that he must give William a thrashing, William asks, "For what?"
6  William runs out of the office when he hears he is going to get a thrashing.
56 Choose a saying that, in your opinion, is best illustrated in the story.
Better know nothing than half Better untaught than ///-faag/zf }
know many fﬁmgs

He who is afraid of asking, Though we study till old age, }
is ashamed of learning we cannot fearn all.

[
.
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The way the story is told reflects the | For each of the following statements, choose
g“thm’s.a“'tl‘l{de' ': Out °fh°'f’e’l as | the words and phrases that show Saroyan’s
aroyan,isitelingitheistory,theils also opinion about the incident and about
commenting on what happened. A
himself as a school student.

"It was in Ancient History that I first astonished my class into an awareness that here was
a truly original mind."

He told Mr. Monsoon his name "as humbly as possible, although | must confess it was
not easy to do."

After the discussion with Mr. Monsoon he thinks, "I was brilliant. It’s not my fault
nobody else was."

After the incident, he comments, "I felt sure the principal and the teacher would one day
remember how wonderfully [ behaved in this unfortunate affair, but as I’ve said, they
didn’t, and so I have had to."

How do you think Saroyan felt about himself as eleven-year-old? What makes you
think so? Did you ever do anything when you were young that you were later very
proud of?

Saroyan comments on his uncle’s talk with Miss | Why do you think Saroyan did
(Shenstone and Mr. Monsoonf ... abrilliant man| ,, . enjoy the fact that his uncle
had come to my defence, a circumstance | balved B2

could hardly be expected to enjoy.” P ’

Describe several characteristics that you think are the most important to being an
effective teacher. Then, explain your reason for giving the characteristics you have
chosen. Finally, evaluate the teacher in the story according to these characteristics.
For example, if you believe that patience is one important quality of a good teacher,
do you think the teacher in this story has or does not have this quality ?

Say what you believe are the most important characteristics of a student and then
evaluate the student in this story.

Express your opinion about:

how well you and most of your teachers get along;

how school and your family help you to become a good citizen and a socially-minded
person;

how your school is preparing its students to choose an occupation in future;

what kind of atmosphere in class (in school) can make both teaching and learning
successful.

You no doubt have formed an opinion about Speak on the topics:

how good or bad the teacher and the studentin| . \What makes a good teacher.
the story is. Your opinion reflects your beliefs - What makes a good student.
about what makes a good teacher or student.
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64 a) Listen to the poem The Road Not Taken, then read it. Say what the poet must decide.
Does the author hesitate before making a decision? How can you feel it in the poem?

The Road Chot [ aken And both that mowning equably bay
“Jwo roads diverged in a yebbow wood, In Goawes no step had trodden 6lack.
And souy I coulbd not travel both Oh, [ bept the girst for anothen day!
And bo one travelles, fong I stood Yot bnowing how way leads on 10 way,
And boobed down one as fon ae I coubd | | / doubted if I shoubd even come back.
To whene it bent in the whdergrowth; 7 chakb be tobbing this with a Sigh
Then took the other, as just as fain, Somewhers ages and ages hence:
And having pexkaps the betten cbaim, "Jwo roads divenged, in & wood, and [ —
Because it wae grassy and wanted wean; [ took the one bess travelled by,
Though as fon that the passing there And thet has made abl the dijgerence.
Clod worn them realbly about the same,
\.— Robert Frost

b) Find and read aloud the lines which answer the following questions:
1 What was the poet’s feeling when he had to make a choice between two roads?
2 The poet stood long and looked at one road, but he took the other one.
How does he describe the road he has taken?
3 How does he show that he was going to travel the first road too?
4 Was he sure that he would ever come back to the same place?
5  Why did he take the road which "was grassy and wanted wear"?

c) What is the theme of the poem ? Do you think that the two roads in the wood
symbolize different roads we have to take in life? Discuss the idea.

d) Do you think it was difficult for the poet to choose which road to take? Why do you
think he preferred "the one less travelled by"? Give your reasons.

e) Do you think the poet might regret some day that he hadn’t taken the other road?
/ Would it have made a difference if he had chosen the other way?
65

Say how choices in your own life can make a difference in the course it takes. Do you
think that the choices we take in life always turn out to be the right ones? Give your
reasons.

1 3

to tread [tred] (trod, trodden) — cTynarb, waraTh
*  hence [hens] — 30.: ¢ 9THX nop

to diverge [dar'vo:d3] — pacxoauThcst
2 to claim [kleim] — 30.: npeabsiBASITL NPETEH3HH



